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dOVER_NMENT DENOUNCES N. VIETNAMESE_,USE, OF TOXIC GAS -
Phnom Penh Domestic Service'in Cambodian. 1218 gMT 30 Aug 72 D
{Statement of the Government of the Khmer Republic- date not givenq-read by announcer}

[Text] After using heaVy tanks against our national defense forces during August,

“the Ncrth Vietnamese invading forces aré now using toxic gas, such ag in the :

operatibn in the Tonle Sap Big Lmke region, since- 28 Awgust.

The Government of the Ktimer Republic, therefore, today denounaas the escalation _
by North Vietnam in ite war of aggresalon against our country, en independent and

‘pease-loving state Based .on facts observed during the past several days, 1t is

certain that the North Vietnamese forses are escaldting thelr offensive because,
after they used numerous rockets to bombard Phnom Pénh city apd massacre its civilian
population, they used tinks and toxic gas bombs. In using toxie gas bombs--as weagpon
banhed by interfistional law and. conventions approved by all cdvilized countries.~the
enemy has reached a new level of orimes. -

The Goverrment of thé Khmer Republic wishes to call to the attention of other
countries and of internitional publie opinion this dangerous escalation of violenge
perpetrated by North Vietrnam. Théy want to smash at all cost the natlomnl struggle
of the Khmer ‘people Who dre fighting, easentiallyy to escapé. from North Viebnamese
domination, .

Now more than ever, effectiVe, compulsory inbernatienal actioh should be taken to
put an end to the illegal aggressian ‘being cirried out by North Vietnam against the



